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Hanukkah: Darkness of the Year, Holiday of Light

Hanukkah, starting on the 25"
of the Hebrew month of Kislev,
comes at the darkest time of the
year. Hanukkah always falls close
to December 21, the winter solstice,
when daylight hours are at their least.
And on the 25" of the lunar month,
the moon is approaching the end of
its waning and its light is dim. It is at
this moment of the shortest day and
the darkest night that we celebrate
the holiday of light, increasing light
by adding a candle every night.

An ancient Israelite legend cited in
the Talmud relates to the power of
this turn from ebbing light to growing
light: Creationd beginning with
light and ending with Adamd was

traditionally in Tishrei, close to the
September 21 equinox, when days
and nights are equal. When Adam
saw that the days were getting shorter
and the nights were getting longer, he
blamed himself: filt is because of my
sin that the light is disappearing and
the world is returning to chaos! This
is the death that heaven has ordained
for melo He decided to fast and pray
for eight days. When he saw that the
days were starting to get longer, he
said: fiThis must be the way of the
world.0 So he celebrated for eight
days. (Babylonian Talmud, Avoda
Zara 8a)

So Hanukkah celebrates the victory
of light over darkness in nature as

well as in historyd lighting a candle
instead of cursing the darkness.

Burning olive oil was the source of
light in ancient Israel. Interestingly,
the olive harvest and the oil-
producing season always come
very close to Hanukkah. At Neot
Kedumim, we celebrate by going
out to the olive groves, harvesting
the ripe olives, and making the clay
oil lamps that were the light bulb of
ancient Israel. All the olive presses
are operating. Please join us in
celebrating the holiday of light!

A joyful, light-ylled Hanukkah to
all! @



Hanukkah at
Menorah, the

The letters on the Hanukkah sevivon
(dreidel) used outside Israel stand for
the words AA great miracle happened
there,0 while the one in Israel says
AA great miracle happened here.
And when we say fihereo at Neot
Kedumim, we mean not only here in
Israel, but here in the Modibin region
where NK is located. This is where
the Hanukkah story took place. Join
us and:

1 Explore the hilly landscape
where the Maccabees, with their
knowledge of the terrain, triumphed
over the powerful Syrian-Greek
army. Enter a cave the Maccabees
may have used.

A At a reconstructed ancient olive
press, produce oil and investigate

Neot Kedumim:

Maccabees,

the importance of the olive and its
oil in ancient Israpi.

A Make your own clay oil lamp and
learn the signiycance of light in this
winter festt¢al.

A Discover the meaning of the
menorah and its botanical origins.
Find out why the menorah and two
olive branches form the emblem of
the State of Israel.

And much more.

Tour options:

1) Join the open English tour, Sundays
and Wednesdays 10:00-12:00.
Reservations are not required but
are highly recommended.

2) Reserve a tour for your group with
your own private guide.

Information and reservations: 08-9770782, tourism@neot-kedumim.org.il
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Hanukkah Program for the General Public

A celebration of light, yre, science, and nature for all ages.
No reservations required.

13-17 December 2009, 9:00-15:00, last entrance at 13:30.

In case of rain, some activities will be indoors.

* Tours for the whole family

* Exhibit: Lighting Materials from the Mishna

* Producing olive oil at a reconstructed ancient press.

* Watching a potter at work and make your own clay oil lamps.

* Science activities
How does a dreidel spin?
Do-it-yourself activities on wheels and rotation for the entire family

* Beeswax candle-making
* Book fair
* Fire-juggling (weather permitting)

Entrance:
NIS 35 per person (age 4 and up); 7-19 ticketsd 5% discount,
20 or more ticketsd 10% discount. No double discounts.

Information:  08-977-0770  tourism@neot-kedumim.org.il

From the Land of the Bible to the Land of the Torch
Friday, 18 Dec., 9:00-12:00.

Tour in private cars of the land of the Maccabees (in Hebrew)
Get acquainted with the Modidin region where the Maccabees lived and fought.

Cost: NIS 50.

By advance registration only: hila@neot-kedumim.org.il; 08-977-0770
(Program depeanycient registration)
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The Tree of Light Olive Grove

Perpetuate your special occasion with a living bond to the Land of Israel that will thrive and bear
fruit for many generations. You have two options:

1) Plant a young olive tree on beautiful restored terraces in 2)Adopt a centuries-old fiMitzvah  Treeod
the Tree of Light Olive Grove in the Seven Species area of especially for Bar/Bat Mitzvah celebrations.
Neot Kedumim.

You will receive: You will Jeceive:
A A certiycate honoring your planting and the occasion. A At a special ceremony, a certiycate honoring thp
occasion.
A A map of the Tree of Light Olive Grove showing the
location of your trpp. A A'map showing the location zq your tree.
A" An invitation to visit your tree on your next trip to Is}lel. A An invitation to visit your tree on your next }ip to
Israel.
A An invitation to join in the yrst harvest of fruit from your
tree, which will take place four years after it is pilnted. A An invitation to join the annual fall-winter olive
harvest.

A Avial of oil produced from the yrst olive harvest.

. Donation: $6138 the number of mitzvot in the Torah.
Donation: $180

The names of the planter/adopter and honoree will be
written in the list of donors in the NK Visitors' Center

Ronald Mincheff of Sao Paulo; Brazik: planting a young olivesin‘the Tree of nght Olive Grove Ronald
. called his planting a filife momenta that he will always‘remember. e ET : ; S
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The NK Green Program

for Birthright Groups

With the growing interest of the Birthright program in figreend programs
focusing on ecology, the NK Tourism Dept. has developed a program for
Birthright participants and others centering on care for the environment at
Neot Kedumim.

Here is an outline of a program that can be adapted for all ages and from two
hours to an entire day.

Station 1: Overlook and Introduction

Neot Kedumim itself has been
cited as one of the outstanding
models worldwide of frestoration
ecologyod reclaiming land that
has been degraded by centuries of
neglect. Participants can fireado
the land and see for themselves the
results of erosion and abuse, and
appreciate, in contrast, NKos careful
reconstruction of wild and cultivated
landscapes.

Station 2: The Water Problem

Now and then, Israel depends for
water on the meager and capricious
winter rainfall. At a restored ancient
cistern, participants will discuss the
challenges of water management and
past and present solutions.

Station 3: Stewardship and Sustainability

The Jewish values of bal tashkhit
(do not destroy) and loovdah
ublshomrah (work it and watch it)
are now recognized as important
ideas relating to stewardship and
sustainability. In the ancient world,
nothing was wasted. In our winter
program, visitors will discover how
every part of the olive tree was used
without abusing it. Visitors will

operate an olive press, make clay
oil lamps and light them with self-
produced oil, and see an exhibit
portraying the many uses of this
tree.

Station 4: Restoration with
your own hands

In order to prevent further erosion
of the land and trap run-off water,
participants will build stone water
traps with their own hands and watch
a professional dry wall builder.

Atthe end of thisactivity, participants
will put down their own roots in the
Land of Israel by planting acorns or
other forest tree saplings in the water
traps they created, helping restore
the original forest landscape.

If desired, participants will receive a
certiycate for their contribution.

For more information:

tourism@neot-kedumim.org.il;
ronit@neot-kedumim.org.il

08-977-0781/2; 050-2007153
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Torenés Bar Mitzvah

Toren Aronoff of Livingston, New Jersey celebrated his Bar Mitzvah at Neot
Kedumim in December 2008. This is Torenés description of the occasion.

When my parents started to plan a
family Bar Mitzvah trip they asked
me where | would like to have my
Bar Mitzvah ceremony in Israel.
Choices included the Western Wall,
Masada and various synagogues
in Israel. I chose to have my bar
mitzvah at Neot Kedumim.

I chose Neot Kedumim because
| visited it during a prior family
trip. During that trip we were able
to go down into a cistern and get to
understand what Joseph must have
felt like when his brothers put him in
the cistern. We also got to pick and
eat dates, ygs and pomegranates from
the various trees. We loved the sukkah
exhibit and even got to pick an etrog
that we brought home and used during
Sukkot. The memory of visiting Neot
Kedumim was a highlight of that trip,
so | wanted to go back. I also felt that
there would be no better experience
of feeling close to the land of Israel

and having that connection than
having my bar mitzvah ceremony at
Neot Kedumim.

My bar mitzvah trip to Israel was
in December during Chanukah. We
had morning services where | led
services and read from the torah.
The staff at Neot Kedumim arranged
for the torah and siddurim for the
service. Neot Kedumim was also a
good location since | had family in
Israel who came from Jerusalem, Tel
Aviv and Netanya.

After the service we all got into
a tram to take us to where | planted
a grapevine in honor of my bar
mitzvah. My brothers helped me dig
and yll in the hole for the vine. After a
little more touring we went for lunch.
We had private room where we could
sitand speak with my Israeli cousins. |
was surprised to see little hamburgers
as a part of the lunch buffet.

After lunch we saw a presentation

about candles on display for
Chanukah. The display illustrated
the teachings about what wax is and
is not kosher for a candle. We then
went to see and experience what it
is like to grind wheat and press olive
oil. Afterwards, we made oil lamps
out of clay that we now use at home.
We then wanted to show our
grandparents two of our favorite
places in Neot Kedumim from our
last visit. The yrst was the waterwheel
that is used to collect water. We love to
feel like a mouse on a wheel running
to turn the water wheel. We then went
to the sukkah exhibit so that we could
quiz our grandparents about what is
and is not a kosher sukkah. Since it
was December it was too far from
Sukkot to pick etrogs, but we did get
to pick oranges.

| feel that my bar mitzvah day at Neot
Kedumim was unique. It was more
than just a service, as it made me
feel connected to the land and Jewish
tradition. The day was special and
something that I will remember forever.

Self-guided Tour

Enjoy a shaded and lovely trail with
your children! Unique activities,
quiz questions, and prizes.

This great package includes a trail
booklet, a map, and an activity kit
for all ages.

As you stroll through the Forest of
Milk and Honey, the Choice Products,
the Seven Species, the Four Species,
and the Mishnaic Sukkot areas, your
family will be able to:
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for Families

A follow a child-friendly trail guide
A make musical wind chimp~

A create a pinecone pet

A grind wheat kp}nels

A write with a reed pen like a Torah
scribe

A weave with date palm leaves

A make bibltnal perfume

A enter the pomegranate poetry contest
A enjoy the fihoneyd of the Seven Species
A make your own oil lamp

Quiz questions to wrap up the
experience and even prizes!

Allow 2-4 hours or more for the
tour.

The Visitorsd Center is open daily:
Sunday-Thursday: 8:30 - 16:00
Friday: 8:30 - 14:00

Closed on Saturday and Jewish
holidays.

Entrance fee: NIS 25 per person
(age 4 and up)

Family activity kit: NIS 15 (kit is
suitable for 2 children)

Note: Mishnaic sukkot quiz is
available upon request at the
Visitorsb Center.

For more information: 08-9770782;
tourism@neot-kedumim.org.il



COMMON

ROOTS

In this space, we explore the connections between the New Testament and the Hebrew Bible and
rabbinic literature, and their shared roots in Israelés nature.

The Olive and Its Grafts

fiBut if some of the branches were
broken off, and you, a wild olive,
were grafted in their place to share
the rich roots of the olive tree, do
not boast over the branches. If you
do boast, remember that it is not you
that supports the root, but the root
that supports you€&For if you have
been cut from what is by nature a
wild olive tree and grafted, contrary
to nature, into a cultivated olive tree,
how much more will these natural
branches be grafted back into their
own olive treeo (Romans 11:17-24).

In his letter to the Romans, Paul
uses the olive tree as a metaphor
to convey his message. The tree
is lIsrael; the branches broken off
are the unbelieving Jews; and the
branches grafted in are the Gentiles
who believe in Jesus.

It is no accident that Paul chose the
olive tree. A major crop throughout
the Mediterranean, olives were
familiar to Paul in his native Tarsus,
in Jerusalem where he lived and
studied, and to his audience in
Rome. Many verses in the Hebrew
Bible refer to Israel as an olive tree:

AiThe Lord called you dgreen
olive tree, fair with choice fruitdo
(Jeremiah 11:16).

fil am like a green olive in the house
of Godo (Psalm 52:10).

The olive thrives in Israelts dry,
rocky hills and was much beloved
and admired. It was grown mainly
for its oil, the filight bulbo of the

ancient world, and was important
also for food, for healing, and for
anointing kings and priests. The
English word fimessiaho derives
from the Hebrew mashiakh, meaning
fithe anointed one.o Olive trees live
and produce fruit for centuries, much
longer than other fruit trees. Unlike
Israelts other native fruit trees, the
olive is an evergreen, providing
beauty and welcome shade in Israels
hot climate.

Grafting olives was a common
practice, familiar to Paul and to his
audience. Grafting was the quickest
way to propagate olives of a desirable
variety. Olives form only on the
outer branches of the tree which
are exposed to the sun. The larger
the tree, the more branches open to
the sun, and the more olives. If you

plant an olive shoot in the ground, it
takes some ten years for it to grow
big enough to produce a decent crop.
But a sturdy, mature tree with strong
roots can receive grafts of twenty
or thirty branches that will produce
fruit in three or four years.

As Paul states, grafting branches
from a wild tree onto a cultivated
tree is ficontrary to nature.0 It was
always the branches from a cultivated
tree, which has the desirable olives,
that were grafted onto the wild
tree, which is stronger. This image
of doing something that was the
opposite of normal practice would
be striking to Paulés audience. It is
through this unexpected reversal that
Paul draws attention to the richness
of Godos grace in the salvation of the
Gentiles. @
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On 9 November 2009, Pastor Maxim Maximov of Kazakhstan visited NK with a group of 100. Pastor Maximov is owner of CNL-TV,
the yrst Christian TV channel in Russian, which broadcasts to the northern hemisphere. Pastor Maximov and his group planted 500 trees
at Neot Kedumiim.

Pastor Jaime Puertas - Pastor Puertas, an Evangelical Christian leader from Venezuela where he has a large following, visited Neot
Kedumim on 27 November 2009 with a group of 172 . NK Torah scribe Zechariah Ben-Moshe demonstrated his skills and introduced

the group to the Torah scroll, and each participant planted an indigenous Israeli tree in the Forest of Milk and Honey area .
M- '| -. Eal®” M .a . N

AFNK News
American Friends of Neot Kedumim, PO Box 236, Howes Cave, NY 12092 Phone and fax: (518)296-8673, tikvah4afnk@yahoo.com

American Friends of Neot Kedumim is a US 501(c)(3) charitable organization. Our sole mission is the support of Neot Kedumim-The Biblical Landscape Reserve in Israel
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